READING UNiVERSE  J

Vowel Location and Spelling Variations

This chart organizes vowel sounds by their placement: at the beginning, in the middle, or at the end of

words. For each position, you'll find the most common spelling patterns along with examples. This resource

is designed to help educators recognize the predictable patterns of vowel spelling in English.

Vowel Sound Beginning
/é/ la_l
add
/é/ Ie_l
edge
i/ i~
itch
/6/ Io_l
odd
/|:|/ |u_|
up
/5./ la_l
acorn
lai_l
aim
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Middle

'
cat

plate

al
rain

ea
break

End

- ay
stay
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Vowel Sound

/e/

/i/

/o/

Vowel Location and Spelling Variations

Beginning

eel

ea-
each
i
idle

l_
ice
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Middle

le_el
these

dime

pea

see
l_ighl
high
fry

pie

-0e
doe

-ow
crow
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Vowel Location and Spelling Variations

Vowel Sound Beginning
/oo/ '00-'
0oze
/yua/ 'u_e'
use
/oo/
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Middle

lool
bloom

u_e

tune

u
student

ou
soup

ul
suit

u_e

cute

ue
fuel

pupil

book

End

-ew
nephew

-ue
rescue
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Vowel Location and Spelling Variations

Vowel Sound Beginning

[aw/ 'au-

/oi/ 'oi-'

fow/ 'ou-'

ler/ "ir-'
irk

ur-
urge
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Middle

l_ oy
Jjoy

-OWwW
how

sir

-0or
odor

I_arl
cellar
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Vowel Sound

Jor/

/ar/

/a/ (schwa)

Vowel Location and Spelling Variations

Beginning

Io r_l
order
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Middle

lal
instant

lel
chicken
lil
fossil

(o)
lemon

u
circus

y
vinyl
lou ]
Jjealous

End

sofa
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